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Retreat 2008 ~ Vessals for the Master’ sUse

Changeisintheair thisfall, as the Women's Retreat moves to September 26-28th and to
Greensboro, North Carolinal Our terrific keynote speaker will be Ruth Hill, the Executive
Minister of Women Ministries for the Evangelical Covenant Church. We arein for awon-
derful time, planned and hosted by the women of Trinity Covenant and Mt. Bethel Christian
Church. Don’'t missit!

Retreat registration:
$60 through July 8
$70 per person after July 8

Rooms at the Park Lane Hotel are $87.07 per room, per night, tax included. Make your
own reservations by calling 1-800-942-6556 and be sure to et them know you are with our
group. A celebration of the 200th birthday of Greensboro is taking place the same weekend
astheretreat and the hotels are filling up for the event, so book your rooms by June 6th, to
be sure you have one.

Special plans are being made for Saturday afternoon area tours
and aNorth Carolina style BBQ dinner. Transportation will be pro- |
vided by the churches to and from the Greensboro airport. There-
treat committee has also set up awebsite at

Drop by the website to see what’ s happening and who's coming!
When you think of useful vessels, they comein all colors and shapes,
just like we do — some are tall and slender, some are short and :
round. But each servesitsintended purposes and so shall we!

A Word from the President

Greetings,

Aswe gather to strengthen each other, cherish these moments. At these times we are en-
couraged to keeping moving forward. Apart from each other our task may seem as a giant be-
fore us; when we are with our sisters, we are reminded that God has hel ped defeat many giants
inour life.

Together we can “Break the Chains’ of ones sold into slavery and “Save aLife” of an un-
born child. We can make adifference. In Isaiah 58:6, God speaks and says, “... undo the
heavy burdens; let the oppressed go free...”. Can you hear him speaking to you? Thisisour
call on our life; let us connect with our conference and across the denomination to help set
ones free. Remember in the end We Win!

Thank you for your partnership with us. The ministry support from your church and your
personal donations help usto continue to move forward. God Bless you.

Seeyou at the Retreat in Carolina. ~ Beverly Fostnion


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SEC_retreat2008

| Know What You Did Last Year

Last year, if you contributed financidly to the SEC Women Minigtries, you put a new roof on an impoverished Cove-
nant church in Quito, Ecuador before the rainy season blew in through the tattered tin of ther old roof. You provided a
$500 scholarship to a North Park University student.

You bought supplies for a nursery for the workers' children a the Abundant Life Center (ALC) in Bangkok, Thailand,
and supplies for the Seeds of Health project, promoting health and wellness education in Oaxaca, Mexico.

You helped a young African woman earn her college degree in Kinshasa.  You helped bring a Covenant missonary
from Spain to Chicago for Triennial, enabled the SEC Women to have aretreat in Georgia...and more!

What will your contributions do in this year? Trust that God will multiply whatever you give and send financid contri-
butions to SEC WM c/o Nancy Cramer, 2220 NW 39th Drive, Boca Raton, FL 33431.

Church Happenings
The Women of the Wak of Fath Church in Mound Bayou, MS will host a mother and daughter retreat on August 1
and 2. Catherine Gilliard and her daughter will be the banquet speakers. Join them; they are expecting to have a great time!
Send your women'’s ministry news to Beverly Johnson or Debbie Wade (contact information below). We are looking
for minigry idess that you have found meaningful for encouragement and outreach and are especidly seeking to honor
women who have served faithfully in your church’s women ministries.

Minigry Ccadh Direta Named

Karen Hearl of Lincoln, Cdifornia, has been gppointed to direct the Women Ministries Ministry Coach Initiative begun
in 2006, which includes 38 trained coaches and offers training for new coaches. If you are interested in learning more about
becoming a coach, information is on the Covenant website.

Ministry Coaches help locd women design ministries that fit into their church’s vison and needs. In the Southesst
Conference, we have four Ministry Coaches eager to serve and waiting to be invited to your church! To have a coach vist
your church, contact one of these women:

Anita Carey: ceecareyy@aol.com Kingdom Covenant; Miami, FL

Chrigtine Distelhorst: chdistel2@yahoo.com Trinity Covenant; Greensboro, NC

Donna Larson: delarson@northstate.net Trinity Covenant; Greensboro, NC

Mary Ann Owens: MaryAnnOwens3rd@comcast.net New Life Covenant; Atlanta, GA
AVA

Yvonne DeVaughn of Casa Grande, Arizona, has been chosen by the Board of Women Minigtries to be the new direc-
tor for Advocacy for Victims of Abuse (AVA). Her postion provides leadership to the AVA network, which currently in-
cludes 126 regiond coordinators. AVA currently focuses its efforts on adult women who have been victims of domestic
abuse and adult women who were sexually abused as a child.

Beverly Corridon is the SEC AVA (Advocacy for Victims of Abuse) Regiond Coordinator. AVA coordinaors equip
the Church to minister to victims, and to promote preventive measures against abuse. Beverly is available to conduct semi-
nars on domestic violence and adult survivors of sexua abuse for locd churches, clergy and Women Ministries groups. To
contact Beverly for your church, email her at doxy@bellsouth.net

Yar SEC Waren Mingries Board Marbas

Nancy Cramer, Financial Secretary, Lighthouse Covenant Sandra Rodgers, Outreach & Evangelism, Kingdom Covenant

Church, Boca Raton, Florida. nncramer @bellsouth.net Church, Miami, Florida. 144516@dadeschools.net

Rita Ferguson, Treasurer, Faith Covenant Church, St. Peters- Debbie Wade, Recor ding Secretary, Faith Covenant Church, St.

burg, Florida. ra_ferg@yahoo.com Petersburg, Florida. debbie@fccusa.org

Betty Howard, Vice President, Faith Christian Center, Miami,  New board members are needed, to be elected at the 2009

Florida. bjhowd575@bellsouth.net SEC Annual Meeting. The board meets 3 times per year. If
you'reinterested in serving on the board, please contact Bev-

Beverly Johnson, President, Walk of Faith Covenant Church, erly Johnson.

Mound Bayou, Mississippi. BeverlyJohnson9@msn.com




Savea Life

This year's Southeast Conference Women Ministries project is the First Care Family Resource Centers of South Florida
At the women’s luncheon at the annual meeting in Atlanta, it was decided to contribute $500 toward their work this year. For
25 years, First Care Family Resource Centers has been committed to:
e Preserving the dignity of all who are affected by an unplanned pregnancy
Listening with respect and courtesy, without judgment, ridicule or rejection
Providing accurate information, practical assistance and support in accordance with needs
Free pregnancy tests
A safe and secure place
Limited sonograms to confirm pregnancy and estimate due date
Maternity and baby items
Education about: pregnancy, abortion, fetal development, parenting, adoption, sexually transmitted diseases
A 24-hour OptionLine
Referrals for medical care, local agencies and services
All services are confidential and free of charge.
Women facing an unexpected pregnancy do not need accusations, lectures, or simplistic advice to make a quick decision
and “get on with life.” They need accurate information so that they can cometo adecision. They have aright to know what
their options are and what help is available. In our culture, lifeis often treated as cheap, but we choose to value this God-
given gift and support an active ministry that seeks to save and nurture life in practical ways throughout their community. To
donate to this project, send your check to Nancy Cramer, designated for “Save aLife’. To find out more about this ministry,

Bresk theChains~ Humen TraffikingisMaden Day Savey

(From the Evangelical Covenant website, covchurch.org)

Deeply ingrained in the collective psyche of Western culture is the notion that slavery ended in the 19th century. In our
own day, however, athriving underground market in human beings has emerged once again. 27 million people are in some
form of slavery today, more than were bartered and bought during a 400-year period of North Atlantic slavery in the past.
Modern-day slavery respects no borders. Therefore, it will take a concerted movement to end it once again. Y ou may not
have known this before, but now you do. Y ou can learn more and be part of the movement!

There are two ways people can respond. Thefirst is through studying the Covenant's web site on human trafficking and
becoming aware of the issue. Then study the page entitled "How Can We Respond?’ and learn ways to engage it according
to one's comfort level. We encourage everyone to pray this prayer: "Lord, what can | do to be involved? How can | be your hands
and feet inthisarea of ministry?" Go to covchurch.org/humantrafficking . Also, download the Women Ministries Human
Trafficking calendar, with month by month suggestions to foster awareness and action in the fight against human trafficking.

The second way to respond is through our partnership with two anti-trafficking ministriesin India, a notorious center
for sex davery:

eHindustani Covenant Church isdirectly ministering to prostitutes in Pune, India, through sharing the love of Christ to
those shunned by all.
e|nternational Justice Mission (I1JM) is actively rescuing and restoring trafficked people through the judicial system. 100%
of our donationsto IIM will go to five IIM bureaus freeing slavesin India. Currently it takes approximately $1,000 to free
onedlave.

Together we can make a difference in the lives of young womenin Indial Donations may be made payable and sent to:
Women Ministries, 5101 N. Francisco Ave., Chicago, IL 60625.

Take Time to Read...

inSpirit isawonderful quarterly magazine for women and isagreat tool for personal inspiration and encouragement. A
subscription to inSpiritisabargain at just $12 per year ($22 for two years) and makes aterrific gift for afriend.

The Unfolding Mygery of Yes Women Who were Forces for Change, a book about women who were
groundbreaking for God within the Covenant Church.
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http://www.First-Care.org
http://www.covenantbookstore.com
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The mission and vision of women ministries is to advance God's Kingdom through ministries
that equip women to grow, serve, and reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

InSpII‘It ~ the magazine for women of the Covenant Church ~

Yes, | want to subscribe! 1 year $12 2 years $22

Send subscription to:
Name:
Address:

City, State, Zip:

This is a gift from:
Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Send form and check to: Women Ministries
5101 N. Francisco Avenue., Chicago, IL 60625
If this is a gift subscription, a card will be sent to the recipient
acknowledging this gift from you.



